
 

 

2013-2014 Mid -Season Review 
 
Division 1 
 
“ Gambit 1 started poorly with just a draw from their first 3 matches but 
have won their last three and should  finish in the first three as they have 
done in the past 7 seasons.” - Drag on Gambit site, 10th December.  
 
I’ve extended Drag’s exercise to look at the League in general.  
 
Grantham, the champions remain the favourites, but they don’t look as 
dominant as in the past. They have dropped points and as a result the 
League title looks more open. Ashfield, boosted by the return of Pablo, 
could mount a realistic challenge.  
 
The first 3 results in January suggest that Newark and Mansfield may fall 
off the title pace. University with a new top board are holding their own 
so far. Gambit 2 made a great start, but seem to be on the slide despite the 
consistency of Marc Subira. 
 
West Bridgford are in a hole. They’ve missed Tim Walker, and  keeping 
two of their stronger players available for the second team has resulted in 
weaker players being thrown in at the deep end. It’s difficult to see them 
climbing out of trouble. 
 
Prediction.- The table at the end of the season may look like it does now. 
(12.1.14) 
 
Division 2 
 
It’s become quite hot in Division 2. West Notts 1 have been a yo-yo team 
between Division 1 and 2 in recent seasons. They’ve struggled when 
promoted because of their lack of a genuine top board player. This year 
they’ve rectified that and have got two, Chris Dunworth, FIDE master 
and Alex Posaszhnekov. They now look well equipped to win Division 2 
and if they retain these players to make their mark in Division 1 next 
year. 
 
West Bridgford 2 and Nottingham Central 1 are the other form teams who 
look likely to fight out the second promotion slot. 
 
Grantham 2, Ashfield 2 and Gambit 3 have been very inconsistent. 
 



 

 

Two teams have struggled. Without Robin Moss and other players, 
Nomads 1 have struggled at this level. It’s hard to see them recover 
gaining enough points to stay up. Long Eaton, relegated last year have 
also surprisingly struggled and will need to improve to climb out of 
trouble. A recent appearance from Kishan Lakhani will have given them a 
lift. 
 
Prediction- Long Eaton will improve and could gather enough points to 
stay up, at the expense of 1 of the mid-table teams.  
 
Division 3 
 
The table has a top half, bottom half look. The 2 front-runners, Radcliff 
and Bingham1 and West Notts 2 look the best equipped for promotion 
 
Prediction. Positions are not likely to change much between now and the 
end of the season. 
 
Division 4 
 
Nomads 2 have been very consistent but  West Notts 4 and their juniors 
are improving fast and are likely to push them all the way, and may collar 
them in the final furlong. 
 
Division 5 
 
I didn’t realise Radcliff and Bingham had a third team. They seem to be 
carrying all before them in this division. Can Radcliff and Bingham do 
the double and win Divisions 3 and 5?  
 
Summary 
 
Looking at the results, particularly in Division 5, we can see games 
between veterans and juniors, demonstrating the appeal of the game.  
The League structure appears to be working well. There are in most 
divisions a lot of closely matched games. 
 
Each division is competitive. West Notts 1 are strong favourites in 
Division 2 but the other divisions are more open. This should make for an 
exciting second half of the season.  
 
Phil Morgan 


