
2012-13 MCCU Representatives Report. 
 
Tim Walker and I went to the well-attended MCCU AGM on 22 June at Lichfield (Robert 
Richmond was preparing for the following days’ Nottingham Rapidplay).  
 
All officers were re-elected except for the following: 
CEO: Julie Johnson retired. Ray Dolan (Staffordshire) was elected. 
Chairman: Cyril Johnson retired. Andrew Farthing (Worcestershire) was elected. 
Events Director: Cyril Johnson retired. Nobody volunteered. The county championships 
controller position (appointed by the events director) is also vacant at time of writing.  
If anyone is interested in either role, please contact Ray Dolan (details on MCCU website). 
Non-Executive Director: Andrew Farthing stepped down as he is now the Chairman. I was 
unexpectedly nominated and, even more unexpectedly, elected.  
New Vice Presidents: Cyril & Julie Johnson, and our very own Neil Graham. 
 
Prior to the elections we had the officers’ reports stage. All the reports were accepted; they 
can be found on the MCCU website. Main points of interest: 
The East Midlands Chess Festival, jointly hosted by David Levens & Chris Dunworth, will be 
turned into a monthly event. David Levens pleaded for more adults to become involved with 
coaching juniors and suggested chess clubs could ‘adopt’ a school as kids are very eager to 
play chess. 
Andrew Farthing reported that the revenue from the new membership scheme has resulted 
in next year’s ECF’s budget being ‘break even’ and the ECF should have a surplus in the 
following year. When setting up the membership scheme the intention had been to allow it 
to bed down over a few seasons therefore, although the scheme would be reviewed, he 
does not anticipate any major changes to the scheme. 
The publicity director, Ray Collett, diplomatically reported that ‘a director’ of e2-e4 had 
demanded that Ray removed all references to e2-e4 from the MCCU website, as a result of 
Ray explaining to him that the MCCU site only advertised events taking place in MCCU 
counties (the director had wanted him to advertise all the e2-e4 events). The director (Sean 
Hewitt) also demanded that Ray remove any news of the achievements by MCCU based 
players at e2-e4 Nottingham as the results were ‘copyright’. The consensus of the meeting 
was that nobody can tell us what we can and cannot report so I’m hoping that Mark 
Hebden’s victory and Mike Barnes’ 2nd place will be restored to the MCCU website. 
 
Concern was expressed that there might not be a controller for the national stages of the 
county championship for 2013-14.  
 
Drag Sudar (24 June 2013) 
 
 


